wom on $s qd C€ € 


et « What’s Happening? « Commevity GGlencGr 
Ovr vace in the Jesbign community January 2000 


= 


We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie 
reviews, political and social commentary, short fiction, poetry, photographs and artwork are all welcomed. 
Write to womonspace (Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter meeting, leave a 


message at (780) 482-1794, or e-mail womonspace@hotmail.com 


Upcoming topics: 
February — Dykes and Fags. Submission deadline: January 15. 


March — Breasts. Submission deadline: February 15. 


womonspace is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a 
nonprofit organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding 
areas. Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions 
expressed in any issue of womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter 
Committee. The events, organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported 
by Womonspace. womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome 
submissions. Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
Main P.0., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4. Submissions will be published in both the newsletter and on Womonspace's 
web site, unless specifically otherwise agreed. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up 
to 3 lines free — at any time. womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication 
costs. Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse 


ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line at 482-1794. 


2 womonspace January 2000 


fhtitpieates 


This Month 


11 


13 


Safe Sex, Dam-it! 


By Suzanne Dawson 


Best Lesbian Books 
By Lindy Pratch 


S/M 
By K.H. 


Safe Sex is... 
By Deanna Miyauchi 


Electric Lava Masquerade Ball 
By Frigid Divine 


Between the Covers at Edmonton Public Libray 
By Lindy Pratch 


The Celluloid Closet 
By D. Bear 


What's Happening? 
Groups and Weekly Events 


Calendar of Events 
Events for January 2000 


Lesbian Foster Parents in Alberta 
By Linda Tokaryk 


The Wild Woman 
By Julie Goodwin 


womonspace January 2000 


Safe Sex, Dam-it! 


A few years ago, a friend told me about 
a woman in a long-term relationship (by 
lesbian standards) who awoke one day 
to find oozing sores all over her mouth. 
She had unwittingly contracted herpes 
from her partner through oral sex, and 
the entire community knew about it 
with one glance at her face. If you are 

a sexually active woman, you must take 
personal responsibility for your own 
safety. The reality is that lesbians do 
carry and transmit HIV, chlamydia, 
herpes, yeast infections, genital warts, 
and myriad other STDs. 

I am going to be extremely blunt 
in explaining what is safe, what can 
be made safer, and how to make safer 
sex fun. If sex-talk bothers you, stop 
reading now. 

Alright, all of you who are still with 
me, you must be getting lucky every 
once in a while, or perhaps you are 
just hopeful for the future. One-third 
of sexually active lesbians have no idea 
what constitutes safe sex. One of the 
main reasons safe sex is so unfamiliar 
to lesbians is that women have sex 
with each other in an infinite number 
of ways. With the sex spectrum 
ranging from the Tantric among us 
who have sex without touching, to 
those into blood letting and water 
sports, it is impossible to give simplistic 
advice that applies to everyone. But I’m 
going to try. Unless you have been in a 
monogamous relationship for over six 
months and you and your partner have 
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tested negative for every single STD 
(and yes, you do have to specifically 
request your doctor test you for them — 
they are not all screened in standard 
blood testing), you should think about 
how you can incorporate safer sex into 
your relationships. The rule of thumb 
for safer sex is to prevent the exchange 
of any bodily fluids with another 
person. Bodily fluids include vaginal 
fluids, semen, breast milk and blood 
(including menstrual blood). + 

Wet kissing is considered safer sex 
unless either you or your partner have 
sores or cuts in your mouth. To be safe, 
wait half an hour after your brush or 
floss your teeth before french kissing. 


Dental Dams 

Dental dams are those little squares 
of latex your dentist clamps to your 
teeth during fillings so bone chips 
don’t spray around in your mouth. 
The dam is placed over you or your 
partner’s vagina or anus during oral 
sex. Experiment with them; make 
them fun. Learn to love the taste and 
smell of them — latex is your friend. 
If you can’t handle the rubbery scent, 
add a little flavouring to your side of 
it, or rinse off the dental dam ahead of 
time. Squirt water-based lube on your 
partner under the dam for increased 
sensation for both of you. As with 
condoms, never re-use dental dams. 

To make your own dam from a latex 
glove, cut off the fingers and base and 
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cut along the thumb side of the palm. 
Leave the thumb on for a bonus handle 
to steady the dam when it’s slip-sliding 
around, or as a handy place to put your 
tongue for deeper penetration. If you’re 
in a real pinch, you can make a dam 
from a condom by cutting off the tip 
and base and cutting down one side. 


Latex Gloves 

If you have sores or cuts on your 
fingers or hands, vaginal fluids may 
enter your blood system during 
touching or penetration of your 
partner. Hangnails, abrasions and 
Paper cuts may go unnoticed, so it’s 
a good practice to wear latex gloves 
whenever your hand may come into 
contact with your partner’s bodily 
fluids. Even without cuts, if your 
hand comes in contact with both your 
vaginal fluids and your partner’s, you 
are at risk for transmission of STDs. 


Condoms 


Sex toys are safest when they are not 
shared. If your dildo, vibrator, strap-on 
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or butt plug is used on more than one 
person, place a condom over it, and 
change the condom before the toy 
changes hands. If you use the same toy 
to penetrate the vagina and the rectum, 
once again, change the condom between 
orifices. Use lots of lubes with sex toys, 
especially when penetrating the rectum, 
to prevent making small tears in the 
vaginal or rectal wall. 

Before you get into a sexual 
situation, think about the risks that 
you are willing to take. Set limits 
for yourself and stick to them. 
Incorporate gloves, condoms, dental 
dams and other implements into your 
fantasies, and turn them into fetish 
items that you cannot get off without. 
Remember that the safest activities 
are those that do not involve fluid 
exchange: massage, hugging, dry 
kissing, masturbation and tribadism 
(body to body rubbing). And the 
safest sex activity? Talking with your 
partner, since your mind is the most 
powerful sex toy of all. v 


Best Lesbign Books 


Our lesbian book group has been meeting every month since March of 1996. 
We decided to compare our personal lists of “Top 10 Lesbian Books” and use 
them to come up with a compilation. The book mentioned most frequently 
(by seven out of ten members) was Fall On Your Knees by Ann-Marie 


MacDonald. Beyond the Pale by Elana Dykewomon and Out of Time by 
Paula Martinac were each chosen by four members. Three people selected 

the following: Written On the Body by Jeanette Winterson, Bastard Out of 
Carolina by Dorothy Allison, Working Parts by Lucy Jane Bledsoe, The Color 
Purple by Alice Walker, The Fifth Sacred Thing by Starhawk and Stone Butch 
Blues by Leslie Feinberg. There were too many other titles vying for tenth 
position so I’ll stop at nine. 
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S/M 


In our culture, physical and emotional 
abuse is rightfully hated. But what 
about consensual sex that involves 
physical and emotional abuse? Although 
sadomasochism (S/M) may be in the 
spirit of roleplaying, the pain is real 

and the feelings are intense. 

The dictionary definition of 
sadomasochism, according to Webster, 
is the derivation of pleasure from the 
infliction of physical or mental pain 
on others or on oneself. Nobody really 
knows why some people enjoy S/M 
play, just as nobody really knows what 
determines sexual orientation, or why I 
like ketchup and my mother does not. 

I have spoken with many people on 
this subject and most see sadomasochism 
as demeaning and barbaric. For example, 
one woman argued that S/M had 
nothing to do with true love or intimacy 
because the resulting power difference 
prevented the relationship from being 
based on mutual respect. 

Some people believe S/M is psycho- 
logically harmful to the submissive, but 
I have not found this to be the case with 
my partner and I. In a consensual S/M 
relationship, both partners have exactly 
the same amount of power, whether 
you're the one that’s tied up or not. 
When I’m with my partner, I know the 
minute I feel uncomfortable I can tell 
her to stop and, no matter what she is 
doing or how she is feeling at the time, 
she will. This is also true in every other 
aspect of our relationship. She will 
always listen to what I have to say. 

I find this aspect of our relationship 
hugely arousing in itself. 


by KH. 


To many of the uninitiated, S/M 
may appear dangerous and not to be 
messed around with. Especially where 
bondage is involved, one half of the 
couple is completely at the other’s 
mercy and some consider this unsafe. 
My experience is that I would never 
consent to a bondage situation with 
anyone other than my partner. I must 
trust a person wholeheartedly before 
I engage in sexual activity involving 
bondage or any other kind of | 
submission because of the vulnerable 
position being submissive requires. 

S/M has nothing to do with 
degradation or demeaning one half 
of the couple. To me, S/M has to do 
with trust and loving the person you 
are with so much that you would give 
them everything in your heart and soul. 

Sometimes, when I lay totally 
exposed, both emotionally and 
physically, I wonder why I enjoy S/M 
so much. But then, in the middle of a 
session, my lover tells me vehemently 
how much she loves me and how much 
it means to her that I can give her 
everything inside of me, and that makes 
the pain and the pleasure so rewarding 
that I'd do it over and over again. 

I like S/M for the pleasure and the 
pain, and that it allows me to fulfill both 
my and my partner’s fantasies. Even 
though the emotional and physical pain 
is often unbearable, the most painful part 
of S/M is when the blindfold comes 
off and I’m jolted back to reality. The 
whole session becomes dreamlike, with 
the stickiness on my thighs and the ex- 
pression on my lover’s face the only 
reminders of where I have been. y) 
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Safe Sex /S... 


By Deanna Miyauchi 


Weekend lovemaking at the home 
shared with your long-time partner. 
The cozy aroma of fresh-baked 
muffins fills the air and the dog 
happily patrols the yard. 


Suitable for polite conversation. 
Better over lattes at the trendiest 
coffee shop in the neighbourhood. 
For ‘good girls’ and ‘bad girls’ alike, 
dammit. 

Fantastic in a colourful, fragrant 
nature setting in broad daylight so 
that poison ivy, thistles and large 
ant piles can be avoided. 


Having intimate relations with a 
stranger while completely out of 
eyesight and earshot of anyone that 
could possibly know either of you. 


No protection from obsessive, 
neurotic, stalking freaks. 


Hardly any consolation for making 

a poor choice of a willing partner 

(e.g. at 3 a.m., you take home an 
apparent club beauty and then have 
okay sex. The next morning this 
pirate-on-pumps threatens to sully your 
reputation throughout the entire lesbian 
community unless you first take her 

to an expensive brunch and perhaps 
buy her something appropriate to 

wear for the occasion). 


Sometimes none at all (See no. 7 above). 


An S&M scene in which the bottom 
contorts to fit into a cold, hard 
confined space, possibly risking kidney 
infection, while the top brings her to 
orgasm using her fingers to free the 
tumblers. 


10 Impossible with a married straight 


woman no matter what she says. sw) 
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By Frigid Divine 


Walking through an assorted array of 
leather-clad couples and drag queens 
alike, one got almost the surreal 
feeling of being in a dream. In the 
main room was the fashion show and 
silent auction. The fashion show, a 
little long I thought, was made 
immensely better by the gorgeous 
people walking the runway and acting 
in the skits. In the auction, the highest 
bidders got to choose from an 
assortment of adventures, from ski 
passes to high-class porn movies. In 
my mind, the greatest steal was the 
designer chain mail shirt. It went for 
seventy dollars as opposed to the one 
hundred and seventy five dollars at 
which it was valued! Made me wish I 
could be late on my rent this month! 

Now, on to the place to be: the 
fetish room. There I stood for hours 
upon hours watching as Sir Michael 
and Mistress Erika plied their trade to 
wondrous finales. From mummifying a 
male submissive to creating a fabulous 
wax corset, it was all to be taken in 
without the blink of an eye. 

As for the product sales, the 
vast selection of fetish wear, from 
submissive collars and chains to 
genital jewelry, was quite impressive. 
Might I mention that I got treated 
to a nice new collar! All in all, it 
was an experience to be had and the 
turnout was quite large. If another 
masquerade fetish ball happens again 
in Edmonton, you can be sure I will 
be attending! v 


Between the Covers at 
Edmonton Public Library 


The funniest safe sex scene I’ve ever 
read takes place in Reel Time by 
Julia Willis (1998). The book opens 
when Laney Tuttle splits up with her 
girlfriend: “Actually it was a relief 
when she told me I was leaving her. 
She didn’t exactly put it that way, but 
she was the one who’d fallen in love 
with someone else, so I was the one 
who'd be leaving. Because it was 

her house.” 

A matchmaking friend sets Laney 
up on a blind date with Judith. On the 
phone, Judith hints that she is looking 
for sex and, at this point, Laney is 
ready to pause in her search for a 
soulmate and settle for a good fuck. 
They go to the symphony and return 
to Judith’s tiny duplex. It is not until 
then that Laney discovers Judith and 
her ex-lover still live together. Their 
bedrooms are next to each other. 
When Lee, the ex, “coughs behind a 
paper-thin wall, it’s like she’s right 
beside us. Or between us.” 

Laney suggests playing some music 
to cover the noise they plan to make 
in bed, but the best Judith can come 
up with is a small TV. To the “lilting 
strains of Jane Pauley reporting on 
a controversial new treatment for 
Parkinson’s disease,” they lie down 
together. As the lovemaking progresses, 
the TV gets turned up louder and Lee 
can still be heard coughing every time 
Judith moans. 

“With the weather report blasting, 
we remove the rest of our clothes. 
The longer these preliminaries take, 


by Lindy Prateh 


the more awkward foreplay becomes.” 
As Laney is about to go down on 
Judith, she is stopped and handed a 
box of Saran Wrap. Laney hasn’t the 
heart to tell her that “since I was a 
small child every piece of Saran Wrap 
I touched quickly wadded itself into 

a useless, crinkly lump.” And so the 
misadventure continues. 

Laney’s warm-hearted sense of 
humour and her optimism are .t 
endearing as she bounces back from 
every calamity. She works at a revival 
movie theatre, loving the old movies, 
even though it occurs to her that she 
could plaster SEE STRAIGHT WHITE 
PEOPLE IN LOVE on the marquee 
and leave it there permanently. Despite 
the luxury of seeing themselves in 
those movies, Laney believes all those 
straight white people are even more 
inept at the game of love than 
lesbians and gays are. yy) 


Next Month: Dykes and Fags 

Do you have gay male friends? What 
do you think gay men’s role is within 
the lesbian community? Submit your 
thoughts, opinions, inner debates and 
pontifications to womonspace by 
January 15 by mail to Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, or leave 
a message at (780) 482-1794 and we'll 
call you back. 
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The Cellvfaic’ Closet 


Welcome to the debut of my movie 
review column looking at gay and 
lesbian movies. However few and far 
between they may be, I’m sure there’s 
enough out there that I can make this a 
fairly regular feature in womonspace. 
Pll try to keep the focus on lesbian films, 
but any gay-themed movie that I like is 
up for grabs. 

The inspiration for this column title 
came from a documentary of the same 
name. (At this point I feel I must add 
that this article was already written 
when the Edmonton Vue article on the 
movie came out. I’ve been scooped!) 
The Celluloid Closet, based on the book 
by Vito Russo, is a fascinating picture of 
the roles of homosexuality in the movies 
over the past century. Narrated by Lily 
Tomlin, the story is told through clips 
from a series of films, interspersed with 
commentary by a number of actors, 
writers, film makers and others, some 
gay, some not. Tony Curtis, Tom Hanks, 
Whoopi Goldberg, Armistead Maupin 
and Susan Sarandon are a few of the 
interesting interviews you'll see. 

Our movie history has not been 
a happy one. We are shown how 
homosexuality has been used through 
the years, from a laughable stereotype, 
to something to be pitied, feared, 
shamed and reviled in oneself and 
others. However, as Harvey Fierstein 
said, “visibility at any cost.” Even a 
negative image may be better than no 
image at all after almost 20 years of 
church-imposed invisibility. The Hays 
Code forbids ‘sex perversion’ on the big 
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screen. (It also forbids open mouth 
kissing among other things, but that has 
made a much bigger comeback.) 

For a long period, homosexuality 
was a word not spoken in the movies, 
and characters were never openly 
portrayed as such. Though many movies 
expressed gay themes ‘between the lines,’ 
as one man put it, “the characters were 
in the closet, the movies were in the 
closet, we were in the closet!” 

The show discusses both the 
common fear and hatred of homo- 
sexuality, especially gay male sexuality, 
and the simultaneous condescension 
towards the ‘less threatening’ lesbian 
sexuality. Being gay was something 
you had to pay for, suffer for, and for 
a time, all gay characters in the movies 
were killed off one way or another. It 
was not until the 1980s that things 
began to pick up on the movie front, 
with more positive and realistic gay 
and lesbian images. After years of 
searching for crumbs (Vue magazine 
also used this Susie Bright analogy), 
gay audiences are finally being 
presented with, if not a banquet, 
at least a good bag lunch. 

I recommend The Celluloid Closet to 
anyone who wants to take a closer look 
at where we’ve been and where we may 
be going. It’s also a great opportunity 
to find a number of interesting looking 
films to snack on. I found it quite 
amusing to be shown between the lines 
of the ‘crumbs’ and think, “Ah, so I 
wasn’t just imagining that after all!” 
Have fun digging through the closet. 


Whel?s Happening? 


Adamant Eve Radio show by and for 
womyn. Wednesdays, 5:30-6 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM 


Badminton League Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Rosslyn School, 13215 — 113A St. 

Cost $40/season, $5/drop-in. Call Bruce 
at 453-1244 (after 1 p.m.) Or e-mail 
smashers99@hotmail.com 


Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
January: meets second Sunday of the month, 
and the first Sunday of the month there- 
after. 2 p.m. at Secrets, 10249 — 107 St. 
Call Sharie at 475-1502. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 

Second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
at Orlando Books at 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Call Bill at 422-6207. 


Free-to-be Volleyball Recreation league: 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m. at Hillcrest 
School, call Chris at 423-4930. Skills 
development: Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Ross Sheppard High School, call Darcy 
at 425-7316, ftb@telusplanet.net 


Gay and Lesbian Curling Various Sundays 
(Jan 30; Feb 13, 20, 27; March 26; 
April 2), 2-4 p.m. at Granite Curling 
Club, 8620 — 107 St. Cost $8/drop-in. 
Call Lance at 479-5308. 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre for drop-in, peer counselling 
and library services. Monday to Friday, 
9 a.m. — noon and 7-10 p.m. at 

103, 10612 — 124 St. Call 488-3242, 


glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Making Waves Swim Club For gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Thursdays, 


8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 8-9:30 p.m. 


at Bonnie Doon Leisure Centre, 


10 


8205 — 90 Avenue. Call Mike at 
432-2116, mjs2@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


New Attitudes A new group for lesbians and 
gay Gen-Xers (mid 20s to mid 30s). An 
alternative to the bar scene, the group 
participates in a wide variety of social and 
recreational activities. Phone 415-5616 or 
e-mail g mw_edmonton@yahoo.ca 


Northern Titans Ten-Pin Bowling League. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. at Pins & Cues, 

SE corner of Westmount Shopping Centre, 
111 Ave and 135 St. Cost $12. Call Garry 
at 426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 


National Leather Association Meets the second 
Friday of every month at the Roost _ 9 p.m. 
nlaedmonton@canada.com 


Outreach Support for lesbian, gay, bist 
and transgendered students, staff and 
faculty at the University of Alberta. 
Tuesdays, 5 p.m. at the Heritage Lounge 
in Athabasca Hall on the U of A campus. 
Call 988-4166, outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of lesbian, gay and transgendered 
people. Third Tuesday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958. pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Convent, 10120 — 135 Ave. 
(SW door), Cost $4. Call Mary at 
477-2808 


Yours, Mine, Ours and Us Support group for 
I/g/b/t parents, step-parents and partners. 
First and third Tuesdays of the month, 

7-9 p.m. upstairs at Orlando Books. 

Call Liz at 415-5434 


Youth Understanding Youth Social & support 
group for gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgenders age 25 and under. 
Saturdays 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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CalenoGr of Events 


Friday, December 31 — 9 p.m. 

Secrets New Year's Eve Party 

10249 — 107 St. Cost $20 includes 
party favours, appetizers and champagne 
at midnight. Phone 990-1818. 


Friday, December 31 

Angels New Year's Eve Party 

Sponsored by the Angels’ Broomball 
Team. Eastwood Community Hall, 
11803 — 86 St. Cost $25/person, includes 
party favours, champagne and midnight 
lunch. Tickets at Orlando Books. 


Friday, December 31 

Ancients Ascending Millennium Party 

The Roost Private Members’ Club, 
10345 — 104 St. Cost $25/advance, 
$35/door. 


Sunday, January 2 — 2 p.m. 

Womonspace Sleigh Ride 

An hour-long sleigh ride will be followed 
by hot chocolate at a fire pit. Space is 
limited, so pre- register and get directions 
by leaving a message at 482-1794. Free 
for Womonspace members and children. 
Women who are not members may join 
us for $4. 


Wednesday, January 5 — 8 p.m. 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

All members welcome. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 — 124 St. 


Sunday, January 9 — 2 p.m. 

Classics 

Social group for lesbians over 40 at 
Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 


Saturday, January 15 — 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Womonspace Retro Eighties Dance 

Start the new year by going Retro. 
Come dance to your favourite tunes. 
Westmount Hall, 10970 — 127 St. 
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Events for January 2000 


Cost $8/non-members, $5/members 
(with card). Keep your ticket stub for 
free admission to the Roost afterwards. 
Volunteering is a great way to meet 
women. Call 482-1794. 


Sunday, January 16 — 1 p.m. 

Sweat Lodge — Clearing the Way into 
the Millennium Cleanse, release and set 
intentions for your next steps in this 
powerful ceremony. Call Lauren at 
439-7219 or 1-800-491-7738 or 

e-mail events@spiritquests.com 


Sunday, January 30 — 2 to 4 p.m. 

Gay and Lesbian Curling 

Granite Curling Club, 8620 — 107 St. 
Cost $8/drop-in. 


Saturday, February 5 

Crafting Our Lives 

Touch the material of prayer through 
this workshop on fabric and women’s 
spirit. Pre-register at 487-7310 or 
www.incentre.net/spiritlinks 


Saturday, February 12 —7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Orlando's Great Loves 

Fundraiser and Dance at Hazeldean Hall. 
Music! Munchies! Prizes! Advanced 
tickets $10 available mid-January. 


Friday — Monday, February 19-21 

Making Waves Swim Meet 

Call Gregg at 455-9631 or 
makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 


Hangoves for Lesbians 
The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Buddy's Pub upstairs at 10112 — 124 St. 
The Roost private club at 10345 — 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 — 107 St. 
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Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. 

Last Saturday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
Call Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218. trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays at 
1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s church 
school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth group, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall United 
Church, downstairs, 10086 Macdonald 
Drive (south entrance). Call 429-2321. 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 474-0753 
for church location 


Lutherans Concemed Call Mette at 461-5571 
luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people 
of all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 10 a.m. 
at Ermineskin Community League, 
10709 — 32A Ave. Call the church 

office at 435-2028, Debbie at 987-4974, 
Read at 437-9732 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 —- 110 Ave. 
Call 454-8073 or e-mail 
uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Are you an out-of-towner who wants 
to receive womonspace? Membership 
isn't just for Edmontonians! Becoming 

a member pays the cost of printing 

and mailing the newsletter and allows 
lesbians throughout the prairies know 
what is happening in Edmonton. Consider 
your membership fee a subscription fee 
and start receiving womonspace in your 
mailbox today! 


Thank you, Womonspace members! 
Thanks to the support of our members 
over the past year, Womonspace is now 
on fairly steady financial ground. It was 
only one and a half years ago that 
Womonspace was facing an uncertain 
future due to lack of funds. With the 
continued support of the women who 
purchase Womonspace memberships, 
those who attend our dances, and our 
newsletter advertisers, Womonspace is 
looking to expand the number and type of 
activities we organize. Do you have ideas 
for the social and recreational activities 
that you'd like to see Womonspace 
involved in? If so, leave a message at 
482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 


Shared Accommodation Mature woman 
wanted to share a large, attractive 3- 
bedroom home with one other. $300/month. 
Call 988-2952. 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 
consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis Moon, 
Ph.D. (780)455-6351. 
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It finally happened. Shelley and I had 
our home officially opened as a foster 
home in June 1999. After a process 
that took almost a year, we finally had 
a 9-year-old boy placed with us in 
September, and are anxiously awaiting 
another. We began this journey in 
November 1998 by submitting an 
application to foster, referring to our 
relationship as ‘roommates’ after 
receiving advice to apply without 
disclosing our true relationship. Just 


two divorced women sharing expenses. 


The decision to not reveal our 
relationship was difficult and we 
had several discussions about it before 
and after submitting the application. 
Although it did not feel right, we felt 
it was necessary, as we did not want 
the process to stop before it started. 

In January, we began a 30 hour 
pre-prep course and a 30 page self- 
assessment, where we continued to 
present ourselves as roommates. This 
went smoothly, although digging deep 
into your past and answering some 
very personal questions can be difficult, 
especially when several unknown 
people are going to read it. Then, the 
home assessment process began. This 
is where it became impossible to not 
reveal our relationship, as we share a 
bedroom and have identifying articles 
around the house. 

The first meeting with the assessor 
was with me in a mutually agreed 
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Lesbian Foster Parents in Alberta 


By Linda Tokaryk 


meeting place. The second visit was 
with both of us in our home where we 
continued to keep our secret by saying 
that the house was a mess, and could 
she do the inspection next time. We 
continued to feel that our relationship 
should not be disclosed immediately, as 
we did not want that we were a lesbian 
couple to influence the assessment. We 
wanted the worker to get to know us 
as human beings and not with a label 
attached. The intention was to let her 
come to her own conclusions when she 
inspected the home, since legally she 
couldn’t ask and we didn’t have to tell. 

During our third visit, she asked, 
“T need to know more about your 
relationship. Are you a couple?” 
“Yes, we are,” I replied. She then 
questioned us on why we hadn’t 
disclosed this from the beginning 
since it was an integral part of the 
assessment. It turned into an in-depth 
discussion on homophobia and human 
rights and the issues that were facing 
us in this situation and how for the 
first time in my life I was feeling like 
a minority. Since coming out six years 
ago, I actually felt personally 
discriminated against for being gay, 
and the discrimination was coming 
from the government. She told us she 
had a feeling right from the beginning 
from the way we looked at and spoke 
with one another. We made it clear 
that we would not tolerate being 


continued on page 14 
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Lesbian Foster Parents continued from page 13 


refused for being gay and would fight 
if necessary. At no time did we feel 
any phobia or hostility from the 
assessor. She was open, gentle, 
accepting, understanding and a truly 
wonderful soul. It was nerve racking 
because we never knew if the powers- 
that-be would tell her to stop the 
evaluation. After every subsequent 
visit, she would have a conference 
call to see if she was to proceed. 
Finally, in May, the assessor 
recommended approval. Although she 
was not the decision maker, knowing 
she felt we would make good foster 
parents put us at ease. Then, the wait 
began. We thought that the assessment 
process was the hardest part, but the 
waiting was worse. On July 19, we 
received the official acceptance letter. 
But what are foster parents without 
foster children? All summer and fall, 
our support worker would call once a 
week to say she was still looking, but 
that things were very slow. After three 


months, we began to get discouraged, - 
especially when we had been told about 


all the kids waiting for homes. After 
two placements that fell through, we 
finally got our son on September 17. 
Our support worker is wonderful and 
is looking for another ‘perfect match.’ 
She wants us to succeed since we are 
the test case and, as far as we know, 
the first openly gay foster home in the 
province. It was a difficult process, 
but if you love kids and want to add 
to your family, it is also extremely 
rewarding. v) 
If anyone has any questions or needs advice, call 
963-4762 or e-mail Shelin94@telusplanet.net 


“T feel certain that my frequent use of 
condoms kept me from getting herpes 
for many years — not to mention the 
other STDs it shielded me from. Using 
condoms, I fucked my brains out for a 
good 10 years before I came down with 
a sore — just as you might predict — on 
my perineum, one of the spots that 
condoms don't protect from the virus. 
(Sex remains very much a part of my 
life, but horseback riding is out.)” 


Susie Bright, Salon magazine 


“T can't even look at a porno movie 
anymore if it’s not safe sex. It makes 
me throw up. I’ve lost too many 
friends. I’m too concerned with the 
future of sex for future generations. 
I’m very busy creating sex-positive 
safe sex information. I want people 
to learn how to have incredibly 
fabulous sex safely” 


Annie Sprinkle, Gauntlet 


Wanted: A Creative Mind 


womonspace requires a graphic designer 
to take over the design and production of 
our monthly newsletter. Knowledge of 


Quark XPress is essential, and some 


Photoshop and Freehand or Illustrator 


know-how is a plus. This is a volunteer 
position. If you'd like more information, 
e-mail roxane.chicoine@splashtech.com 
or call Roxane at 1-888-877-5274 ext. 6488 
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The wild woman 

with lightning flashing from her eyes. 
She could stop 

the world and its demons, 
giving me the moment I need 

to take a breath 

from the warrior woman 

I feel I need to be. 

With silver dripping from her tongue, 
she could seal these 

bleeding wounds in my soul, 
giving me a second to heal 
from old wars and new battles, 
lending me the strength 

to fight the battles yet to come. 
With fire flying from her hands, 
she could bring back 

the fire in my soul, 

giving me a second chance 

to feel that kind of fire 

running through my veins 


and pumping wildly through my heart. 


With thunder rolling from her feet, 
she could silence 

the worms of self-doubt and fear 
screaming in my head, 

giving me a chance 

to make my own thunder. 

With gold dripping from her cunt, 
she could stake my thirst 

and stave off my hunger, 

giving me the truth that sex can be 
good and pure and true. 

With liquid pooling at her breasts, 
she could suckle the poison 

out of my body and soul, 

giving me the gift 

of being able to fight 
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The Wild Woman 


By Julie Goodwin 


just one more day. 

All of this she could give me 

without doing a thing, 

just by being who she was born to be. 
She is the one that 

steals into my dreams, 

leaving me dissatisfied 

with what I have. 

I know she is moving within this world. 
I can feel her thunder and lightning 
shaking the world. 

I know she is coming and I am waiting. 
When she comes, I will throw myself 
at her thunder feet 

and worship her for who she is. 

Where others have told her 

not to be loud or simply not to be, 

I will tell her to let the fire fly from her 
fingers, 

let the silver drip from her tongue, 

let the lightning flash from her eyes, 

let the thunder roll from her feet, 

let the gold drip from her cunt, 

let the liquid ivory flow from her 
breast. 

I will take it all and more. 

I will give all of this and more. 

Come to me, my precious wild woman. 
There is another in this world 

that is waiting for you, 

and she is alone and tired, 

and just as wild as you are 

under all of this weight 

she has been trapped under. 

I am wriggling free slowly, 

but I hope that you will come before 

I break under this strain. ¥) 
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Goddess Energy in Crete 
A Womyn's Sacred Site Journey 
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Feb 15 -29, 2000 


We will experience the sacred feminine lineage of Crete while 
exploring this beautiFULL island. We will create community through 
drum, song, dance, sacred art, clarity quests and ceremony embracing 
the ancient Feminine roots for healing, growth and change. 


$1800 US Funds 
(Accommodations, meals, transportation, tours to 8 sites, daily 
workshops — what a price compared to similar tours at $2800 -$4200!!!) 
Airfare not included. 


Facilitators 
Anastasia Alexander, Voyageur Centre, Crete, Greece 
Deb-Ra Sawers, Full Circle Projects, Grande Prairie, AB, Canada 


Call 780-513-6698 and book early. 
e -mail: prairiepriestess@hotmail.com or visit www.voyageurcenter.org 


a womyn culture trip 
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Sunday, January 2 at 2 p.m. 
An hour-long sleigh ride will be followed 
by hot chocolate at a fire pit. 


Space is limited, so pre-register and get 
directions by calling 482-1794. 


Free for Womonspace members and children. 
Women who are not members may join us for $4. 


Seeking information and personal 
experiences regarding children 

of gay and lesbian parents. Have 
schools attempted to accommodate 
the needs of children of gay and 
lesbian parents? Do you know 
examples where boards of education 
have tried to ban Igb books or bar 
discussion of lesbian and gay issues 
in the classroom? Are there efforts 
of inclusion? E-mail Katherine at 
karnup@ccs.carleton.ca 


Breakfast Club Sharon and Gloria 
want to start a Breakfast Club and/or 
a Movie Club. If interested, gather at 
The Bagel Tree, January 4, 2000 at 
7:30 p.m. or phone Sharon at 468-7073 
or email gfilax@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 
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Whether your pain 
is acute or long term 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428 6881 


No Doctor’s referral required 
WCB and CRP funded 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 


on 40 acres of paradise near 
Salmon Arm, BC. (250)835-8891. 
E-mail mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / 
small groups. Complete privacy on 
160 acres lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 
878-3301 (local call) 
lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


Shared Accommodations 3- 
bedroom bungalow in older part of 
Millwoods. Double-car garage. 
Close to freeways and express bus 
to downtown and university. Must be 
non-smoker and like cats. 
$300/month + 1/2 utilities. 463-9268 


Celebration & Em es 


Se 


™ 


Jue C. Lioyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


nt, Services and Products DR: 


896 Commercial Dr. 
(at Venables) 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada V5L 3Y5 


Tel: (604) 254-2543 
Fax: (604) 254-5472 os 


Mail Order 
1-888-WYM-WARE 3 


www.woMmynsware.com 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 
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Providing an Environme 


Full Circle Projects 


Journey- ~Shops® ~ Sacred Circle ~ Keynotes ~ Collaberations 
Goddess Programs ~ Pleidian Lightwork ~ Sacred Arts 


Call Deb-RA: (780) 513-6698 Full Circle Projects: 780.523.6698 
e-mail:prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 
Information packages available. 


Full Circle is dedicated to freeing the creative spirit and reclamation of the positive feminine Self! 


Deb-Ra is a global ceremonialist and teacher initiated as shamanic priestess 
at the Temple of Aphrodite in Turkey. 
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OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


(023 
Healing work with lesbians hth scar 
oF grein www.orlandobooks.con 
Sliding scale. 
Orlando’s Great Loves 
#203, 10129 — 124 Street, Fundraiser and Dance 
Ed ,Alb 
Ben te 4 i, Saturday, Febroary 0. 
T pn. - lan. at Hezeldean Hall 
“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” Music? Munchies? Prizes? 


Adv. Tickets ${O available nid-Jenvary. 


Aocvertise in 
Womons pacel 


Call 482-1794 
Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 


ASTROLOGICAL 
CONSULTANT 


WRAY DANSEREAU 


Classified ads are free 
for members. 


BIRTH CHART 
INTERPRETATIONS 


DEER as Read back issues of 
womonspace on our 
award-winning website: 
http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 


RELATIONSHIP AND 
CAREER FOCUS 


(780) 430-0645 
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Retro E1Ghties 
bgnice 


Saturday, January 15, 2000 
Westmount Hall, 10970 — 127 St. 
9 p.m.— 1 a.m. 


FOR WOMEN ONLY 
NON-SMOKING EVENT 


hh eget’ 
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Womons pace Membership Form 


(Conficentiality Assvrec’) 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail - 


{2 month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


L] New Member [] Renewal LI Associate etc tact 
L] I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed: 
L] Please mail my newsletter to my home 

L} I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 
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